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PLASTIMPACT INFORMATION SHEET


PRIORITY QUESTIONS TO ADVANCE THE ROLE OF CITIZEN SCIENCE IN PLASTIC POLLUTION RESEARCH IN EUROPE

Dear researchers,

We are delighted to invite you to a process aiming to identify the role of citizen science in decreasing plastic pollution. Thank you for your interest in participating in this research. This letter explains what the research entails and how it will be conducted. Please take the time to read the following information carefully. If any information is not clear, kindly ask questions using the contact details of the researchers provided at the end of this letter.

WHAT IS THIS STUDY ABOUT?
This study explores the role of citizen science in reducing plastic pollution in Europe as part of the ENLIGHT PLASTIMPACT project. Plastic pollution is a global challenge requiring interdisciplinary approaches and strong collaboration between academia and society. In recent years, citizen science initiatives monitoring plastic pollution have grown significantly, alongside rising pollution levels and public awareness. The aim is to map the current landscape and identify effective ways to strengthen the use of citizen science in plastic pollution research by bringing together diverse expert perspectives. To this end, the process will engage researchers and practitioners from across Europe through surveys and an online workshop.

WHAT DOES PARTICIPATION INVOLVE?
The process will consist of four steps based on the Delphi method and aims to formulate and compile key questions that, if answered, would advance the use of citizen science in plastic pollution research in Europe and strengthen collaboration and knowledge exchange. The final output will be a report/scientific paper summarising the most pressing questions. You are warmly invited to participate in one or more steps in line with your availability:


1. FORMULATING QUESTIONS
As a first step in the process, we kindly ask you to formulate up to 10 questions that you think, if answered, could
advance the role of citizen science in plastic pollution research in Europe. We invite questions addressing any aspect of citizen science in plastic pollution research, considering any type of plastic (e.g., nano, micro, nano; terrestrial, marine, airborne), pollution (e.g., health, environment), areas (e.g., eco-systems, food chain, healthcare), disciplines (i.e., hard science, social science, humanities) as well as any type of type of citizen science research (e.g., local vs
global, with different age groups, education) and its aspects (e.g., funding, data management, cooperation, political situation, economics, legislation) etc. The given list is not complete and should be taken as an indication (not an
obligation) when formulating the questions. The survey will be open at this link from September 3rd to the 16th, 2026. The survey will take 10-15 minutes to complete, and you will also be asked questions regarding your expertise and your field. At the end of the survey, you have the opportunity to leave your email address to be contacted for the next steps.

2. PRIORITIZE QUESTIONS
In October 2026, we will circulate a second survey with the compiled list of questions. You will be invited to rate the questions to prioritise the core ones. You will also have the opportunity to add pressing, new or missing questions that will be brought forward to the workshop. The survey will take 20-30 minutes to complete, and it will be available for two weeks, from September 28th to October 9th, 2026.

3. ONLINE WORKSHOP
In October 2026, we will invite researchers who took part in the surveys to participate in an online workshop. During this workshop, we will break into smaller groups to collaboratively explore opportunities, challenges, advantages and limitations of citizen science in plastic pollution monitoring and research across Europe. Together, we will identify and prioritise the key questions to be addressed in the final output. We kindly ask that you reserve these dates in your calendar in advance: October 29th and 30th, 2026.

4. WRITING PROCESS
After the workshop, the survey team will prepare a summary report of the outcomes. In addition, we aim to develop a scientific publication(s) centred on the priority questions identified throughout this process. Examples of previous publications are available here: Nordlund et al. (2024); Jacobs et al. (2025). Participants who actively contribute to the whole process and support the manuscript preparation will be invited to join as co-authors.

DO YOU HAVE TO PARTICIPATE?
Participation is entirely voluntary. You are free to decide whether or not to take part and choosing not to participate will have no adverse consequences. You may skip any non-mandatory question without providing a reason. You may stop participating at any stage. You may also request the withdrawal of your survey responses until November 1st, 2026, by contacting Ana Mendes at ana.mendes@universityofgalway.ie and providing your study code. Once the data have been irreversibly anonymised, aggregated, or included in a publication, it may no longer be possible to identify and remove your individual responses.
Contributing research questions and participating in the Delphi process represent meaningful intellectual contributions to this study. Participants who engage across the three stages - question formulation, prioritisation, and the online workshop - will be invited to contribute to interpreting the results and developing the manuscript. Those who also contribute to drafting or critically reviewing the manuscript, approve the final version, and accept responsibility for the published work may join as co-authors. We recognise that co-authorship may provide a professional benefit, particularly for early-career researchers. Nevertheless, participation is entirely voluntary, and choosing not to participate, declining further involvement, or withdrawing from the study will not affect professional relationships or result in any disadvantage.

HOW WILL THE INFORMATION YOU PROVIDE BE RECORDED, STORED AND PROTECTED?
The information collected will be treated confidentially and stored on secure institutional systems. At the University of Galway, data will be stored using approved Microsoft 365 services. Access will be restricted to authorised members of the core research team. Where necessary, data will be shared between the participating universities under appropriate data-sharing arrangements.
You may complete Survey 1 without providing your name or email address. If you choose to provide contact details for later stages or follow-up questions, they will be collected separately. A unique study code will link your contact details to your responses. The linking file will be stored separately and accessible only to the core research team. In this case, your responses will be pseudonymized rather than anonymous. Questions and comments submitted during the surveys may be edited for clarity, combined with similar responses, grouped into themes, and shared anonymously with other participants during subsequent Delphi stages. Names and direct identifying information will not be included in reports, publications, or publicly available research data.
Participation in the online workshop will not be anonymous; participants may see or hear one another. However, contributions used in the analysis and publications will be anonymised. Because this is a specialised research community, we cannot guarantee complete anonymity when a contribution is distinctive.
With participants’ separate consent, the workshop will be audio and/or video recorded to ensure that discussions, notes, and ideas are captured accurately. Recordings will be stored securely, accessed only by the core research team, and will not be made public or shared outside the team. They will be deleted within three months of the workshop, after transcription and verification. Participants who do not consent to recording will still be able to participate. Anonymised research data will be retained for seven years following publication and then securely deleted. Names, email addresses, and the linking file will be deleted when they are no longer needed for the Delphi process, withdrawal requests, or manuscript invitations.

The study has been approved by the University of Galway Research Ethics Committee (reference: 26.03.028).

CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have questions about the study or its different stages, please contact the lead researcher, Dr Tiia Möller-Raid, University of Tartu, Estonian Marine Institute, at tiia.moller@ut.ee.
If you have questions or concerns about research ethics, how your data will be used and protected, confidentiality, privacy, or your rights as a participant, please contact Dr Ana Mendes, University of Galway, at ana.mendes@universityofgalway .ie.


				2

Other researchers working on this project are:
Dr Katrina Kremer, University of Bern: katrina.kremer@unibe.ch
Dr Caroline De Tender, Ghent University: caroline.detender@ugent.be  
Dr Eider Bilbao, University of the Basque Country: eider.bilbao@ ehu.eus
Ariane Gorostiza Lejarreta, University of the Basque Country: ariane.gorostiza@ehu.eus
INFORMED CONSENT FORM (FOR SURVEY N. 1 AND 2)
Participation
· I confirm that I have read and understood the Information Sheet and have had an opportunity to ask the researchers questions.
· I understand that I may ask questions about the study at any time.
· I understand that participation is voluntary and that I may stop completing the survey at any time without giving a reason or experiencing any disadvantage.
· I understand that I may decline to answer any non-mandatory question.
· I understand that I may request the withdrawal of my linked responses until the data are irreversibly anonymised, aggregated, or published, as explained in the Information Sheet.
· I understand that participants who engage across the three Delphi Method stages and wish to contribute to interpreting the results and preparing the manuscript will be invited to join the writing process. Those who contribute to the manuscript, approve the final version, and accept responsibility for the published work may join as co-authors.

Confidentiality and Data Use
· I understand that I may complete the first survey without providing my name or email address. If I provide contact details through the separate form, a unique study code will be used to link them to my survey responses, and my data will therefore be pseudonymised rather than anonymous.
· I understand that my identifiable personal information will only be accessible to authorised members of the core research team and will not be included in reports or publications unless I join the writing process as a co-author.
· I understand that the questions and comments I submit may be reviewed, edited for clarity, combined with similar responses, grouped into themes, anonymised, and shared with other participants during subsequent stages of the Delphi process.
· I understand that the information I provide will be used for this study and its directly related reports and scientific publications.

INFORMED CONSENT FORM (FOR ONLINE WORKSHOP)
Participation
· I confirm that I have read and understood the Information Sheet and have had an opportunity to ask the researchers questions.
· I understand that I may ask questions about the study at any time.
· I understand that participation is voluntary and that I may leave the online workshop at any time without giving a reason or experiencing any disadvantage.
· I understand that I may decline to answer any question or contribute to any part of the discussion.
· I understand that contributing questions and participating in the Delphi process are valuable intellectual contributions. Participants who engage across the three Delphi stages and wish to contribute to interpreting the results and preparing the manuscript will be invited to join the writing process. Those who contribute to the manuscript, approve the final version, and accept responsibility for the published work may join as co-authors.

Confidentiality and Data Use
· I understand that participation in the workshop is not anonymous because participants and facilitators may see or hear one another. However, my name will not be linked to my contributions in reports or publications unless I join the writing process as a co-author.
· I understand that, because this is a specialised research community, complete anonymity cannot be guaranteed where a contribution is distinctive or already known to other participants.
· I understand that the information I provide will be used for this study and its directly related reports and scientific publications. Any additional repository deposit or reuse will depend on the separate permission requested below.

Audio/Video Recording
· I consent to the audio and/or video recording of the online workshop for accurate note-taking, transcription, and verification of the discussion. I understand that the recording will be accessed only by the core research team, will not be made public or shared outside the team, and will be securely deleted within three months of the workshop. Declining the recording will not prevent me from participating.

I read and understood the information presented in this Participant Information Sheet.
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